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ADVERTISEMENT. 

As  the  Preacher  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  writing 
his  Sermons  previous  to  their  being  delivered,  it  is  proba^ 
ble  fome  ideas,  in  this  publication^  may  have  efcaped  his 
recolle6lion,  Forfuch  deficiency  this  is  the  Author^ s  apo- 
logy  to  the  candid  hearer^ 


S  E 


Ezra  VI.  i6. 


AND  THE  CHILDREN  OF  ISRAEL,  THE  PRIESTS, 
AND  THE  LEVITES,  KEPT  THE  DEDICATION 
OF  THIS  HOUSE  OF  GOD  WITH  JOY. 

THE  writings  of  Ezra  furnilh  us  with  an  ac- 
count, a  very  interefting  hiftory,  of  the  re- 
turn, the  joyful  return,  of  the  children  of  Ifrael 
from  the  Babylonifh  captivity  ;  the  reparation  of 
their  ancient  city,  the  re-ereB'ton  of  their  once  mag- 
nificent temple,  the  rejloration  of  their  religious 
inftitutions,  and  the  eftablilhment  of  national  tran- 
quillity. 

As  a  people  they  once  were  the  moft  profperous, 
bleffed  and  happy  that  could  then  have  been  found 
upon  the  terraqueous  globe.  This  is  verified  by  the 
appeal  of  their  Great,  their  Munificent  Benefactor, 
who  faid,  What  could  have  been  done  more  to  my  people, 
that  I  have  not  done!  Such  were  their  civil,  their 
political  and  their  religious  privileges,  that  we  hear 
one  with  admiration  exclaiming,  Who  is  like   unto 

thee,  0  people,  faved  of  the  Lord  I 

Thus 
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Thus  favoured  with  the  divine  prefence,  the  di- 
vine influence,  and  the  difplays  of  the  mercy  of  the 
Lord,  they  were  ranked  among  the  diftinguiflied 
favourites  of  Heaven. 

Jerusalem,  their  capital,  was  celebrated  for  its 
ftrength,  its  elegance,  and  its  beauty.     Beautiful  for 
Jituation,  the  joy  of  the  ivhole  earth,  is  Mount  Zion,  the: 
city  of  the  Great  King, 

There,  upon  an  eminence  lofty  and  command- 
ing, ftood  the  facred  temple  ;  that  houfe  of  the- 
Great  Jehovah  ;  the  peculiar  refidence  of  the  Eter- 
nal God ;  whither  the  tribes  weiit  up,  the  tribes  of  the. 
Lord,  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

But  the  fcene  was  changed,  and  melancholy  was; 
the  reverfe ! 

Their  city,  their  renowned  metropolis,  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  a  rapacious,  an  infulting  foe :  their 
temple,  demoliflied  by  the  rude  hand  of  contemptu- 
ous impiety,  became  a  pile  of  promifcuous  rubbiui  ^ 
and  the  thonfands  of  Jfrael  were  led  captive,  by  the 
vidlorious  army  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  into  the  far 
diilant  land  of  Affyria. 

Long  and  diftrefling  was  their  captivity.  Loiigy 
for  we  are  informed  by  the  Prophet,  that  theyy^ri*- 
ed  the  King  of  Babylon  feventy  years  .-  diftrcjfing,  their 
refidence  being  among  thofe  idolatrous  heathen, 
who  contemned  their  religion,  and  bla-fphemed  their 

Goda 


[      5       ] 

God.  Depreffed  by  reiterated  trials,  defpairing  of 
liberation  from  their  prefent  degraded  and  mourn^ 
ful  fituation ;  upon  Euphrates's  banks  they  weep- 
ing fat,  and  their  ufelefs,  fiient  harps,  on  oziers,  on 
willows,  hung ! 

But  the  God  of  Abraham  had  mercies,  a  profii- 
lion  of  blellings,  temporal  and  fpiritnal,  in  referve 
for  thofe  tribes  of  Ifrael.  His  wifdom  devifed,  and 
his  benevolence  opened  a  way  for  their  return,  their 
fafe,  their  triumphant  return  to  the  land  of  Judea. 

With  joy  inexpreihble  they  heard  decree  fuc- 
eeeding  decree,  from  Cyrus,  Darius,  and  Artaxer- 
xes,  proud  Chaldea's  enthroned  monarchs,  defigned 
to  aid  them  in  the  execution  of  their  noble,  their 
benevolent  plan. 

Not  infenfible  of  the  intervention  of  Heaven  in 
their  marvellous  deliverance,  they  eye  the  leading 
hand  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  whole  concatena- 
tion of  events,  which  had  replaced  tliem  in  a  land 
of  civil  and  rehgious  liberty ;  they  afcribe  all  the 
glory  to  the  Lord,  and  fay.  The  good  hand  of  God  has 
been  upon  us.  Yes,  fuch  difplays  of  divine  interpofi- 
tion  filled  the  pious  hearts  of  thofe  devout  Jews 
with  grateful  efFufions  of  praife  to  the  Great  Ruler 
of  Nations  ;  and  they  exprefs  their  fenfe  of  the 
mercies  which  they  had  received,  in  that  impref^ 
five  ftyle,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  book  of  God : 
When  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  of  Zion^  tve 
%vere  like  them  that  drea?n.  Then  'wa:  our  rn out h  fil- 
led 
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led  with  laughter^  and  our  tongue  ivith  finging.     The 
Lord  had  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  were 


And  now  behold  thofe  aftonifiied  fpe6lators  of 
the  wide-fpreading  devaftation  of  their  ancient  glo- 
ry !  On  Mount  Moriah's  lofty  height  they  fpeech- 
lefs  fland,  and  with  amazement  furvey  the  fcatter- 
ed  remains  of  that  temple,  by  Jehovah's  diredion 
builtj  and  devoted  to  the  Great  I  Am. 

But  men  like  thofe,  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  God, 
"whofe  hearts  are  warmed  with  holy  zeal,  are  pre- 
pared to  encounter  difhculties,  and,  confiding  in 
the  power,  the  wifdom  and  promife  of  the  Lord, 
to  exert  themfelves  in  carrying  into  efFe6t  the  pur- 
pofes  of  him,  who  is  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  all 
thofe  events  which  take  place  in  his  boundlefs  em- 
pire. 

Soon  therefore  we  hear  them  faying  to  each 
other.  Let  us  arife  and  build  a  houfe  to  the  honour, 
and  for  the  worfiiip,  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

W£  might  expect,  when  the  foundation  of  that 
facred  dome  fhould  be  laid,  great  would  be  the 
joy.  It  was  realized  upon  the  agreeable  occalion. 
When  the  builders  laid  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of  the 
Lord^  they  fet  the  priefts  in  their  apparel  with  trumpets .^ 
4ind  the  Levites  with  cymbals^  to  praife  the  Lord,  And 
they  fang  together^  in  prafing  and  givi?ig  thanks  unto 
fhe  Lord.     And  all  the  people  pouted  with  a  great 

Jhout^ 
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Jhout,  when  they  praifed  the  Lord,  hecaufe  the  founda- 
tion of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  was  laid* 

The  plan  was  well,  judicioujly  concerted  ;  the  ex-* 
penfe  was  great ;  the  exertions  vigorous  j  the  facrifi- 
ces  made  by  individuals,  many  ;  and  the  noble  ads 
of  benevolence  were  numerous,  were  fplendid.  The 
workmen  employed  in  the  important  bufinefs  were 
men  of  fkill,  of  fidelity,  and  perfeverance.  Thus,  by 
harmony  in  counfel,  union  and  energy  in  execution^, 
attended  with  the  peculiar  fmiles  of  Heaven,  the  lau- 
dable objed  was  accompliihed  ;  the  fpacious,  the  fu- 
perb  edifice  completed,  and  crowded  with  worfhip- 
pers.  The  high  praifes  of  the  Lord  filled  the  new 
temple. 

Such  public  manifeilations  of  divine  benevo- 
lence called  for  public  acknowledgement  of  divine 
goodnefs.  By  the  advice  therefore  of  the  heads  o£ 
their  tribes,  and  the  explicit  defire  of  the  people,  a, 
day  was  appropriated  for  the  Dedication  of  the  new- 
ly ereded  fabric. 

Who  were  prefent  on  the  occafion,  and  the  joy 
which  pervaded  that  great,  that  vaft  aflembiy,  ymi 
may  learn  by  again  reading  my  text.  And  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael,  the  priejis  a?id  the  Levites,  kept  the  De- 
dication of  this  houfe  of  God  with  joy. 

I.  Many,  a  vaft  concourfe,  attended  the  folem- 
nities  of  the  day. 

Ezra 
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Ezra  informs  tis,  that  more  than  fifty  thoufand 
had,  at  this  time,  returned  to  Jerufalem.  All  felt 
themfelves  interefted.  All,  therefore,  male  and  fe- 
male^ from  Dan  to  Beerfheba,  came  to  the  confe- 
cration.  Not  like  Nebuchadnezzar's  deluded  thou- 
fands,  from  his  hundred  and  twenty  and  feven  pro- 
vinces, by  royal  decree  alTembled  on  Dura's  wide- 
extended  plain,  to  worlhip  2i golden  god  ;  but  to  pay 
divine  honour  to  him  who  fits  upon  his  throne  high 
and  lifted  up^  and  njohofe  train  fills  the  temple. 

II.  The  manner  in  which  the  public  fervices 
were  performed  was  highly  plealing.  It  was  with 
joy. 

The  nature  of  that  joy  we  learn  from  its  origin^ 
its  heavenly  fource.  The  Lord  made  them  joyful.  A 
joy  occafioned  by  a  lively  fenfe,  not  only  of  the 
greatnefs  of  that  God,  whom  the  heaven,  and  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  cannot  contain,  but  of  his  infinite 
condefcenlion  in  dwelling  in  a  houfe  built  by 
hands.  The  pious  mind  expanded,  holy  affec- 
tions foared,  and  the  devout  foul  almoll  forfook 
the  abode  of  mortals,  and  mingled  with  thofe  hea- 
venly inhabitants  who  fill  the  celeftial  temple  with 
their  ceafelefs  hallelujahs. 

But  why  was  their  joy  fo  great  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion  ? 

They  rejoiced,  I  prefume,  that  they  had  been 
difpofed  to  begin  and  profecute  fo  great  a  work ; 
that  they  had  progrelTed  in  the  bufinefs  with  fuch 

harmony  j 
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liarmony  ;  and  that  their  efforts  had  been  attend- 
ed with  fuch  uncommon  fuccefs  ;  that  fuch  an  op- 
portunity prefented,  by  the  improvement  of  which 
they  might  manifeft  their  regard  for  the  honour, 
the  glory,  of  the  Moft  High  God  ;  to  throw  in 
their  mite  to  promote  the  caufe  of  truth,  the  inte- 
reft  of  true  religion ;  and  that  they  iliould  be  fo 
■honoured,  fo  privileged,  as  to  own  a  feat  in  that  pa- 
lace built  for  God.  They  expected  there  to  receive 
much  inftruclion,  divine  entertainment,  and  fweet 
confolation  ;  to  meet,  frequently  to  meet  the  de- 
vout v/orfhippers  of  the  Lord,  and  to  unite  wdth 
the  children  of  Zion  in  the  devout  exercifes  of 
prayer  and  praife,  while  fhowers  of  grace,  in  copi- 
ous cffulions,  lliould  defcend  from  the  fountain  of 
divine  influence.  Here  they  hoped  to  fee  finners 
too  crowding  the  temple  gates  ;  and  that,  in  ages  yet 
to  come,  it  might  be  faid  of  thoufands,  they  were 
horn,fpiritually  born  there. 

The  joy  too  was  not  a  little  augumented  by  the 
appearing  of  the  prophet  Haggai,  when  fome  of  the 
fathers  did  not  unite  fo  cordially  in  the  general  ex- 
preflions  of  gratitude.  With  an  audible  voice,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  he  addrefled  the  affembly,  and 
faid.  The  glory  of  this  latter  houfe  fhall  be  greater  than 
that  of  the  former,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hojis  ;  and  in  this 
place  will  I  give  peace,  faith  the  Lord. 

But  methinks  I  behold  thofe  venerable  fathers 

in  Ifrael,  looking  round  the  new  building,  furprifed 

^  B  by 
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by-  fuch  a  prophetic  declaration,  and,  in  the  language 
of  incredulity,  faying,  Where  is  the  ark  of  the  cove= 
nant,  with  its  facred  contents  !  Where  the  She- 
chbiah,  the  divine  prefence,  appearing  in  a  vilible 
cloud,  over  the  mercy-feat !  Where  the  Urim  and 
Thu-nwibn^  by  which  God  made  known  his  will  to 
Our  predecelTors  !  Where  that  holyjire  which  came 
down  from  heaven  at  the  confecration  of  kins:  So- 
lomon's  temple ! 

To  remove  fuch  impreffions,  and  anfwer  thofe 
queilions,  the  prophet  proceeds  in  the  delivery  of 
his  confoling  meflage :  The  Desire  of  all  Nations 
Jhall  come  ;  and  1  will  Jill  this  houfe  iv'ith  glory ^  faith 
the  Lord  of  Uofis.  The  Son  of  God,  the  Divine 
Redeemer,  the  Great  MeiTiah,  fliall  in  perfon  vifit 
this  houfe.  Here  his  voice  fiiaii  be  heard  as  a  preach- 
er of  his  everlafting  Gofpei.  Here  his  power  Ihall 
be  difplayed  in  thofe  miracles,  which  will  aftonilli 
men  and  angels.  Here  the  Jewifh  babes  will  hymn 
his  praife,  and  ling,  Hofanna  to  the  So?i  of  David  ; 
blejfed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  ho- 
fanna in  the  highefi.  Here  that  fpiritual  temple  fliall 
arife,  adorned  with  holy  beauty,  and  filled  with  ho- 
ly worfliippers,  who  zvith  Jhouting  Jlmll  cry,  Grace, 
Grace,  unto  it. 

Such  a  meifage,  at  a  time  like  that,  fent  from  the 
court  of  Heaven,  delivered  in  a  feeling,  animated 
manner,  muft  fill  the  heart  of  every  devout  Ifrael- 
ite  with  joy  inexprelTible. 

A  JOTFUL 


A  JOYFUL  dedication!  Appropriate  odes,  pfahrlSJ^ 
hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs,  by  the  fweet  muficians 
Ql  Ifrael,  were  fung  ;  the  benediction  pronounced,, 
The  Lord  blefs  thee,  and  keep  tl^ee  :  The  Lord  make  his 
face  to  Jhlne  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee  ;  The 
Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  thee,  and-  give  thee 
peace ;  the  congregation,  with  grateful  hearts,  re-^ 
tire. 

By  thefe  introdudory  remarks  we  may,  my^ 
brethren,  realize  the  propriety  of  our  appearing, 
this  day  here  before  the  Lord. 

Should  the  inquiry  be  made,  "Why  this  flock- 
ing from  every  quarter,  and  in  every  direflion  ! 
Why  is  this  fpacious  houfe  thus  crowded  \'j'Vi\i  fuch 
a  refpedable  aflembly  !  Why  are  the  priejls,  the  mi- 
n'ifters  of  Jefus,  here,  v/hofe  office  it  \s>  to  aid  the 
foiemnities  of  public  v/orfhip  !  Why  thofe  elevated 
feats,  filled  v.A\]\finging  men  and  finging  ivomen  !  Why 
thefe  folemn  prayers,  this  fermon,  thefe  odes,  thefe 
hymns,  thefe  hallelujahs!  And  why  thofe  fpeak- 
ing  fmiles  on  every  approving-countenance  ? 

The  anfwer  to  fiich  a  querill;  is.  This  fociety. 
Having  been  long  feniible  that  their  old  mceting-houfe 
was  not  only  too  fmall  to  accomodate  thofe  who 
wiuied  there  to  enjoy  a  feat,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of 
irreparable  decay,  have  erected  this  commodious 
building,  that  they  may  in  a  more  convenient  and 
more  profitable  manner  attend  the  public  worfhip  of 
the  Great  Redeemer  :  and,  having  fo  far  accomplifh- 

ed 
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ed  their  commendable,  their  laudable  cbjecl,  thcr 
have  appropriated  this  day  to  the  folemn  purpofe 
of  dedicating  it  to  the  honour,  the  fervice  and  glo- 
ry of  the  Great  Jehovah. 

This  day  then  this  new,  this  elegant  edifice  takes 
the  name,  the  moft  dignified  appellation,  c/"//:;^ /7o?^^ 
of  God.  Yes,  it  takes  rank  among  thofe  temples, 
which  through  the  chriftian  world,  by  the  Redeem- 
er's friends,  are  confecrated  to  the  worfhip  of  the 
Holy  One  oflfrael. 

This,  then,  our  hearts,  our  countenances  and 
our  deportment  pronounce  a  joyful  day.  And  what 
greatly  increaies  our  felicity  is,  the  confideratioUy 
that  we  not  only  here  begin  the  public  fervices  of 
our  God,  but  that  we  open  thofe  doors  upon  this 
aufpicious  morn,  even  the  morning  of  a  New  Tdar's 
Day. 

Indeed,  a  very  natural  znd  ferioi^s  reflection  feenis^ 
for  a  moment,  to  arreft  our  attention,  and  abforb 
our  minds,  occafioned  by  a  reviiion  of  the  laft  expir- 
ing year  ;  the  important  traniaclions  of  v/hich,  as 
they  relate  to  us  as  ?]r.ral  agents,  are  all  fealed  up 
in  the  volumes  of  heaven,  not  to  be  difcloied  until 
the  great  decifive  day  ! 

Thus  the  wheels  of  time  their  rapid  courfes  keep  ; 
and,  as  they  roll,  convey  us  mortals  from  this  re- 
gion of  death,  to  thtjoysy  or  forrovjs,  of  eternity  ! 

Nor, 
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Nor,  amidft  the  agreeable  fcenes  which  are  now 
opening  around  us,  can  we  fupprefs  the  heart-af- 
fefting  fenfations,  which  are  the  efFeft  of  our  expec- 
tation foon  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  our  now  old,  but 
once  agreeable,  houfe  of  divine  worfhip  ! 

Can  we,  my  friends,  can  v/e  forget  thofe  more 
than  thirty  years  there  fpent  in  the  moft  delightful, 
mod  profitable  employment !  Thofe  fabbaths,  thofe 
holy  days — thofe  gofpel  fermons,  folemn  as  eterni- 
ty— thofe  feafons  of  fweet  communion  at  the  ta- 
ble of  the  Lord — thofe  prayers,  afcending,  from 
pious  fouls,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  to  him  who  fits 
upon  the  mercy  feat — thofe  fongs,  which  infpired 
your  hearts  with  holy  love — thofe  additions,  from 
year  to  year,  to  this  church,  of  fuch  as  Jloall  befav- 
ed — thofe  calls,  thofe  alarming  warnings,  thofe  gra- 
cious invitations,  which  repeatedly  founded  in  the 
ears  of  fmners  ;  calculated  to  aroufe  them  from 
their  criminal  ftupidity,  to  call  up  their  attention  to 
the  eternal  concerns  of  their  perifhing  fouls,  and  to 
imprefs  their  minds  with  a  realizing  fenfe  of  the  in- 
finite importance  of  their  being  interefted,  immediate- 
ly  interefted  in  the  atone?ne7it jth.Q  righteoufiiefs,  of  the 
Son  of  God  ! 

No,  my  friends,  fo  long  as  we  fliall  polTefs  the 
power  of  recolleftion,  fo  long  will  a  grateful  re- 
membrance of  thofe  precious  feafons  be  indelibly 
imprinted  on  our  hearts. 

Yea, 
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Yea,  may  we  not  adopt  the  language  of  thofe 
captive  Jews,  who  could  not  forget  their  antient,  re- 
ligious privileges— 7/^  ive forget  thee,  0  yerujalem^  let 
our  right  hand  forget  her  cunning.  If  we  do  not  re- 
member thee^  let  our  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  our 
mouth  ? 

But  v/hy  do  v^e  keep  this  Dedication  with  joy  ?  ■ 

It  is  matter   of  rejoicing  that  this  people  were 
difpofed  to  arife  and  build  this  houfe  of  God ;    that' 
fuch  noble  efforts,  fuch  unremitting:  exertions,  have 
been  difplayed ;  fuch  facrifices  have  been  made  by. 
individuals  ;  that  benevolence  has  opened  her  libe- 
ral hand  to  aid  the  great,  the  laudable  defign  ;    that' 
this  fpacious,  this  fuperb  edifice   has  been  fo  fooa 
ereded,  and  fo  far  completed. 

Solomon's  temple,  we  are  informed,  was  feven ' 
years  in  building.     And  the  Jews,  fpeaking  of  the 
fecond  temple,  faid  to  Jefus,  Forty  and  fix  years  was^ 
this  temple  in  building. 

Surely,  my  brethren,  you  have  fucceeded  be- 
yond the  moft  fanguine  e xpe6lations :  you  will,  with 
grateful  emotions  of  heart,  acknowledge  the  good 
hand  of  God  upon  you,  and  that,  except  the  Lord  build' 
the  houfe,  they  labour  in  vain  that  bidld  it. 

Pause,  my  friends,  paufe  a  moment,  and  with- 
wonder  lurvey  the  vail  variety  of  m.aterials,  from 
diflant  regfons  brought,  by  the  hand  of  the  inge- 
nious artificer  thus  formed  into    beauteous  order 

and  iiriking  fymmetry  ! 

And 
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And  it  is  matter  of  joy  indeed,  that,  in  the  erec- 
'tion  of  fo  large  a  buildings  the  many  workmen  em- 
ployed have  received  no  elTential  injury.     No,  and 
let  the   praife  be  given  to  the  Great  Preferver  of 
men,  they  are  "sXifafe  and  found. 

It  is  alfo  an  ^^r^^^z^/^conlideration,  that  in  build- 
ing this  new  houfe  we  have  the  approbation  of  our 
fellow  citizens.  They  have  frequently  expreffed  a 
degree  of  furprife  that  we  have  not,  long  iince,  ac- 
compli&ed  a  buiinefs  which  had  been  for  years  in 
contemplation.  Their  prefence  alfo  with  us  this  day, 
their  uniting  with  this  numerous  audience  in  the 
religious  folemnities,  and  the  approving  fmiles  on 
every  countenance,  are  fo  many  pleafmg  declara- 
tions, that  the  language  of  their  hearts  is,  Peace  hs 
ivithin  thy  ivalls^  and  profperity  within  thy  palaces. 
Far  our  brethren  and  companions*  fakes ^  ive  ivillfay^ 
Peace  be  within  thee. 

Nor  can  the  preacher  omit  thej(5//7//conlideratioji..5 
that  this  houfe  was  begun,  has  been  progreffing, 
and  is  fo  far  completed,  with  uncomm.on  union  and 
harmony  among  all  concerned  in  the  complicated 
and  arduous  undertaking. 

May  we  not  hope  that  religion,  which  is 
righteoufnefs  and  peace ^  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghof,  has 
been  the  mofl  influential  motive  in  originating, 
profecuting,  and  in  completing,  this  10  deiirabie 
an  obje<5l  ? 

The 
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The  children  of  Zion  mufi:  be  glad,  and  rejoice 
in  the  opportunity  which  has  been  prefented,  to 
exprefs  their  attention  to,  and  concern  for,  the 
caufe  of  truth,  the  intereii;  of  the  Redeemer's  king- 
dom, the  edification  of  the  dear  followers  of  the 
Lamb,  the  falvation  of  perifhing  linners,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Great  Jehovah. 

And  now  they  enjoy  the  confoling  p]rofpe6l,  that 
the  pure,  the  precious  truths  of  the  gofpel  will  here 
be  preached  with  power,  and  divine  efFecl.  Yea, 
it  is  their  hope  that  this  hoiife  will  never  be  pervert- 
ed to  the  vile  purpofes  of  diileminating  thofe  errors 
which  tend  to  drown  the  fouls  of  men  in  eternal 
perdition ;  but  that  thoufands  will  within  thefe 
walls  not  only  hear,  but  hiow^  the  joyful  founds 

When  the  foundation  of  this  houfe  was  hid, 
you  recollect,  my  brethren,  we  alTembled  upon 
yonder  floor,  and  fang  together  the  praifes  of  the 
Lord  ;  the  circumambient  air  echoed  and  re-echo- 
ed our  folemn  fongs  ;  and  we,  I  truft,  by  prayer 
devoutly  implored  the  divine  benediction  upon  the 
work  of  our  hands.  And,  behold,  here  you  are 
upon  this  joyful  day,  to  receive  the  rich  reward  of 
your  noble,  your  generous,  your  beneficent,  your 
perfevering  exertions. 

Shall  we  not  adopt  the  language  of  the  fweet 
Singer  of  Ifrael,  and  fay.  Make  a  joyful  nofe  unto  the 
Lord :  Serve  the  Lord  with   gladnefs  ;  come  before  his 

prefence 
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frefence  zvifh  finging  :  Enter  into  his  gates  zuith  thanks^ 
giving,  and  into  his  courts  with  praife.  Be  thankful  un- 
to  him,  and  hlefs  his  name  ? 

But,  while  we  are  exerciiing  a  becoming  joy, 
■upon  this  memorable  day,  let  us  not  forget  that 
fome  of  our  dear  connexions,  who  interefted  them- 
felves  in  the  welfare  of  this  church  and  fociety,  and 
who  rejoiced  greatly  when  the  plan  of  this  build- 
ing w^as  prefented  unto  them  ;  and  ardently  wifti- 
^ed  to  fee  the  completion  of  the  pious  deiign  ;  yes, 
remember,  that  their  eyes  have  not  beheld  what 
ours  have  feen  this  day.  No!  Death,  the  enemy 
of  man,  has  affigned  them  a  place  in  the  dark  abode 
of  mortality.  But  happier,  beyond  expreffion  hap- 
pier, we  truft,  they  are  in  that  houfe  not  ??mde  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  where  they  have  join- 
ed the  affembly  of  the  redeemed,  who  have  arriv- 
ed to  glory.  And  while  we,  with  our  feeble  voices, 
are  attempting  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  they  are 
uniting  with  angelic  hofts,  and  in  heavenly  melody 
finging  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb, 

These  are  reafons  which  caufe  our  hearts  to  re- 
joice on  this  aufpicious  morn. 

But  remember,  my  hearers;  rew.emher  it  is  not 
enough  that  you  rear  temples,  lofty  and  fpacious, 
and  dedicate  them  to  Zion's  King,  but  your  hearts 
muft  glovv^  with  holy  love  to  that  God  whom  you 
profeffedly  worlliip  ;  and  to  glorify  him  muft  be 
your  great,  y owx  fupreme  objeft, 

C  It 
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It  is  not  fufficient  that  you  come  to  this  houfe, 
from  fabbath  to  fabbath,  and  vifibly  unite  with 
Emnianuel*s  friends  in  the  folemnities  of  the  fanftua- 
ry  ;  but,  would  you  render  to  the  Lord  an  accepta- 
ble fervice,  you  muji  worjhip  him  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth. 

It  will  not  avail  you,  in  that  day  when  you  muft 
ftand  before  the  Son  of  Man,  to  fay,  We  have  eaten 
and  drunk  in  thy  prefence,  and  thou  ha^/i  taught  in  our 
Jlreets  ;  "  we  went  to  the  lioufe  of  God  repeatedly, 
we  heard  the  word  preached  attentively,  and  retir- 
ed to  our  habitations  foberly  ;'*  for  Jefus  has  faid, 
ISiot  every  one  that  faith ^  Lord^  Lord,  jhall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  hut  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  ivho  is  in  heaven. 

Realize  this,  when  you  enter  yonder  doors, 
that,  though  you  appear  to  unite  with  Chriftians, 
thofe  who  have  tafied  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  yet,  if 
you  have  not  the  Spirit  ofChrift,  you  are  none  of  his. 

And  let  this  fmk  deep  into  your  minds  when 
you  fing  the  fongs  of  Zion  ;  that  delightful  part  of 
focial  worfhip  muft  be  performed  with  grace  in  your 
heart,  or  you  will  not  make  mdody  unto  the  Lord. — 

Amidst  the  joy  of  the  day,  let  us  not  forget 
that  this  is  not  the  place  of  our  permanent  refidence! 
No,  we  muft  bid  adieu  to  this  region  of  mortality, 
and  find  ourfelves  among  the  inhabitants  of  eterni- 
ty !  Thefe  places  that  know  us  now,  fJ^all  know  us  no 
more !  This 
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This  dejk  muft  foon  be  relinquifhed  by  him  who 
is  now  addreflins:  this  attentive,  this  fo^emn  affem- 
bly  !  Thofe  pews,  thofe  aifles,  filled,  crowded  with 
liftening  males  and  females,  muft  be  emptied  of  their 
prefent  occupants  !  Thofe  feats,  appropriated  to 
our  mulicians,  from  which  the  unifon  of  voices  de- 
lights  and  charms  the  worOiippers  of  God,  muft 
be  vacated  by  thofe  who  this  day  have  added 
much  to  the  joy  of  our  Dedication.  Thus  one. 
ge7ieration  pajpth  away,  and  another  comet h  /— 

But  our  fucceifors,  our  dear  children,  fliall  have 
our  benedidion.  Long  may  this  houfe  be  the  re- 
fort  of  thouiiands,  who  fhall  with  holy  joy  hear 
the  voice  of  Kun,  who  is  full  of  grace  and  truth,  who 
came  to  our  revolted  world,  tofeek  and  to  five  them 
who  are  loji.  May  Jefus,  thefaviour  of  ftnners,  by., 
his  Divine  Spirit  vilit  this  his  temple,  and  fill  it  with 
glory.  May  the  Defire  of  all  nations  fo  come  with 
his  convincing,  his  converting,  his  comforting  in- 
fluence, that  this  may  be  none  other  but  the  hoi fe  of 
God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven.  Here  may  the  riling 
generation,  influenced  by  the  love  of  Jefus,  ling 
bof annas  to  the  Son  of  David. 

May  this  church  flourifli  in  numbers^  and  be 
Increafed  with  the  increafe  of  God.  And  may  we  be 
that  people  -ivhofe  God  is  the  Lord. 

To  clofe  the  public  fervices  of  this  Dedication, 
permit  the  preacher  to  give  vent  to  the  tender  feel- 
ings 
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ings  of  his  heart,  not  a  Httle  afie^led  by  your  pre- 
fence,  your  attention,  the  good  order,  the  harmo- 
ny, which  have  pervaded  this  great  affembly,  and 
the  defign  of  this  joyful  day,  by  the  following  be- 
nediction : 

To  the  United  States  of  America— — To  the 
churches  of  our  Lord  Jefus  in  every  part  of  the 
Ghriftian  world— To  my  brethren,  of  every  de- 
nomination, employed  by  the  Great  Redeemer  to 

preach   the  everlafting   gofpel To      this   great 

and  flourifliing  town-— — -To  this  church,  and  focie- 
ty,  to  whom  my  aiieclions  are  fo  ardently  attacli- 
ed,  and  wbofe  eternal  interefi:  lies  with  fuch  weight 
upon  my  heart ^-To  each  perfon,  in  this  nume- 
rous ajjembly^  male  3.nd  female,  old  and  young  ;  I  de- 
voutly wifh  a  happy,  very  happy,  and  in  a  tempo*. 
XdXjfplntual  fenfe,  a  moji  happy  New  Tear, 


A  M  E  K 
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THE    FOLLOWING 


ODES,  HYMNS  &  DOXOLOGIES, 

Set  to  mufic  by  Mr.  HoiroKE,  nverefung  on  the  occa/ion. 


ODE,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Haven,  D.D. 

WELCOME,  ye  friends  of  facred  fong  ; 
Devote  with  us  your  heart  and  tongue 
To  raife  melodious  praife  to  him, 
Whom  feraphs  praife,  and  cherubim. 

To  us  how  dear  !   they  fang  his  birth  ; 
We'll  fing  his  rifing  from  the  earth  : 
Enthron'd  at  God's  right  hand  he  reigns  % 
Praife  him  in  evaagelic  ftrains. 

For  us  he  liv'd,  he  dy'd  for  us, 
To  refcue  from  the  dreadful  curfb 
Our  fms  incurr'd,  and  fave  from  hell 
A  ruin'd  race,  with  God  to  dwell. 

Here  let  his  name  be  ever  fung, 

In  fweeteft  notes,  with  heart  and  tongue  j 

We'll  glory  in  his  crofs,  and  raife 

To  his  high  throne  our  humble  praife. 

Peace  be  within  thefe  walls  new  form'd. 
With  harmony  and  love  adorn'd  ; 
Here,  Prince  of  Peace,  eredl  thy  throne. 
And  fhed  thy  facred  influence  down. 

Ye  firfl-  born  fons  of  early  day, 
Join  your  high  notes,  his  love  difplay, 
And,  while  you  fly  from  pole  to  pole. 
And  other  fyftems  round  you  roll, 

You'll  aid  his  praife,  till  all  at  laft, 
When  ages  yet  unborn  are  paft, 
Centre  in  one,  in  one  great  throng, 
In  perfed:  unifon  their  fong. 

Angels  and  men  their  voice  fliall  raife. 
In  fweeteft  concert,  to  his  praife  ; 
The  great  Meffiah  then  will  fliine, 
Array'd  in  beauties  all  divine. 
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HYMN,  by  Merrick^ 

THE  joyful  morn,  my  God,  is  come. 
That  calls  me  to  thy  honour'd  dome. 

Thy  prefence  to  adore  : 
My  feet  the  fummons  (hall  attend, 
With  willing .fteps  thy  courts  afcend, 

And  tread  the  hallow 'd  floor. 

Be  peace  implor'd  by  each  on  ihee, 
O  Zion,  while' with  bending  knee 

To  Jacob's  God  we  pray  : 
H'ow  bleft,  who  calls  himielf  thy  friend  t 
Succefs  his  labours  fhall  attend, 

And  fafety  guard  his  way. . 

Thou  feat  of  friends  and  brethren,  hail  i 
How  can  my  tongue,  O  2'ion,.fail, 

To  blefs  thy  lov'd  abode? 
How  ceafe  the  zeal  that  in  me  glows, 
Thy  good  to  feek,  whofe  walls  enclofe  , 

The  manfions  of  my  God  ? 

•^>-<  '•  ■■"■>■■■■<?> 

HYMN,  by  Doddridge. 

AND  will  the  Great,  Eternal  God 
On  earth  eftablifh  his  abode  ? 
And  will  he  from  his  radiant  throne 
Avow  our  temples  as  his  own  i 

We  bring  the  tribute  of  our  praife, 
And  fmg  that  condefcending  grace. 
Which  to  our  notes  will  lend  an  ear. 
And  calls  us  fmful  mortals  near. 

Thefe  walls  we  to  thine  honour  raife  ; 
Long  may  they  echo  to  thy  praile  ; 
And  thou,  defcending,  fill  the  place 
With  choiceft  tokens  of  thy  grace. 

Here  let  the  Great  Redeemer  reign, 
With  all  the  graces  of  his  train  ; 
While  pow'r  divine  his  word  attends,. 
To  conquer  foes,  and  cheer  his  friends. 

And  in  the  great  decifive  day. 
When  God  the  nations  Ihall  furvey, 
May  it  before  the  world  appear, 
Thoufands  were  born  to  glory  here-. 
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HYMN,  by  Watts. 

GREAT  is  the  Lord  our  God, 
And  let  his  praife  be  great ; 
He  makes  the  church  his  bleft  abode. 
His  moft  dehghtful  feat. 

Thefe  temples  of  his  grace, 
How  beautiful  they  ftand  ! 
The  honours  of  our  native  place, 
And  glory  of  our  land. 

Let  ft  rangers  walk  around 
The  city  where  we  dwell, 
Compafs  and  view  the  holy  ground. 
And  mark  the  building  well ; 

The  order  of  thy  houfe. 
The  worfliip  of  thy  court, 
The  cheerful  fongs,  the  folemn  vows. 
And  make  a  fair  report. 

How  decent  and  how  wife  ! 
How  glorious  to  behold  ! 
Beyond  \he  pomp  that  charms  the  eyes^ 
And  rites  adorn'd  with  gold  I 

The  God,  we  worftiip  now, 
Will  guide  us  till  we  die. 
Will  be  our  God  while  here  below, 
Our  God  above  the  fl;y. 

Doxologj' 

PRAISE  God,  from  whom  all  bleffings  flow 
Praife  him,  all  creatures  here  below ; 
Praife  him  above,  angelic  hoft, 
Praife  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft. 


ODE,  by  Mr.  Lovett. 

WITH  joyful  "hearts  and  tuneful  fongs 
Let  us  approach  the  mighty  Lord, 
Proclaim  his  honours  with  our  tongues, 
And  iound  his  wondrous  truth  abroad. 
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His  glorious  name,  on  golden  lyre,s, 
Strike  all  the  tuneful  choirs  above, 
And  nature's  boundlefs  realm  confpires 
To  celebrate  his  matchlefs  love. 

The  heav'n  of  heav'ns  is  his  bright  throne. 
And  cherubs  wait  his  will  to  know, 
Yet,  for  the  merits  of  his  Son, 
He  vifits  finners  here  below. 

In  temples,  facred  to  his  name. 
His  faints  affemble  round  his  board, 
Raife  their  hofannas  to  the  Lamb, 
And  tafte  the  fupper  of  the  Lord. 

To  thee,  O  God,  this  joyful  day, 
"We  dedicate  this  houfe  of  pray'r  ; 
Here  would  we  meet  to  praife  and  pray. 
And  learn  how  fweet  thy  dwellings  are. 

Great  King  of  faints,  thou  Triune  God, 
Bow  the  high  heav'ns,  and  lend  thine  ear 
O  make  this  houfe  thy  nx'd  abode. 
And  let  the  heav'nly  Dove  reft  here. 

Within  thefe  walls  may  Jefus'  charms 
Allure  ten  thoufand  fouls  to  love, 
And  all,  fupported  by  his  arms. 
Shine  bright  in  realms  of  blifs  above. 

There  faints,  ofe/'ry  tribe  and  tongue. 
Shall  join  the  armies  of  the  Lamb, 
Hymn  Hallelujahs  to  the  Son, 
The  Spirit,  and  the  greats  AM. 

There  fongs  feraphic  fhall  they  raife, 
And  Gabriel's  lyre  the  notes  refound  ; 
Heav'n's  joyful  choir  fhall  join  the  praife. 
And  world  to  world  repeat  the  found. 

Doxology. 

TO  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  ^ 
Be  endlefs  praife  ?nd  glory  giv'n. 
By  all  the  high  angelic  hoft, 
Br  all  on  earth, 'and  all  in  heav'n. 
Hallelujah,  Amen. 
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